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Pimmit Run Trail
The Pimmit Run Trail (PRT) follows the Pimmit Run stream valley 
about 8 miles from Chain Bridge in Arlington to Olney Park in 
Pimmit Hills. The trail crosses Pimmit Run seven times using 
volunteer-built stepping stone crossings. On the mile nearest 
Chain Bridge (below Fort Marcy) it co-exists with the Potomac 
Heritage Trail. 

The trail is the result of a public/private partnership between 
Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) and Fairfax Trails & Streams 
(FTAS). The trail was built and is maintained by volunteers from 
FTAS. If you note any problems or safety issues, please let FTAS 
know at info@fairfaxtrails.org

The trail has a segment in the middle section where ease-
ments have not yet been obtained and no trail exists at present. 
The trail map is divided into 2 separate maps – one upstream 
and one downstream of this incomplete section. Maps can be 
downloaded at www.fairfaxtrails.org or by mail from  FTAS at 
info@fairfaxtrails.org. 

Most of the Pimmit Run Trail is on public land. In places it uses 
formal or informal public easements across private property. If 
you are not sure that you are on public property, please stay on 
the trail to respect the private property owners. 

Pimmit Run Stream Valley History
At the founding of Jamestown, Capt. John Smith sailed up the 
Potomac as far as the mouth of Pimmit Run, where Little Falls 
blocked further progress upriver.

In the War of 1812 when our capital was burned, the Declaration 
of Independence was hidden at a mill at the mouth of Pimmit 
Run near Chain Bridge. 

In April, 1826, Senator Randolph and Senator Clay fought a 
duel on a sandbar on Pimmit Run on the Arlington – Fairfax 
County line. Luckily, both senators missed and decided that 
honor was served.

FTAS has produced an historic map of Pimmit Run that is avail-
able as a walking map ($3) or as a framable color version ($20).

Fairfax Trails & Streams
Fairfax Trails & Streams (FTAS) is a volunteer organization in 
Fairfax County that sponsors the building of trails in stream val-
leys, the cleanup of stream valleys and the monitoring of stream 
water quality on local streams. 

FTAS litter cleanups are semiannual for Pimmit Run (October 
and March), and annual for Scotts Run and Dead Run (March). 
On an ongoing basis, dedicated FTAS volunteers collect trash 
into bags (if you encounter trash collections bags you can help 
by taking them out). 

FTAS usually meets monthly in the McLean Govt. Center. 
Volunteer trail construction events are held frequently. Check 
the website www.fairfaxTrails.org, for details on all these events, 
and to sign up for FTAS’s e-mail newsletter, published 2-3 times 
a month.

FTAS developed the concept for the Cross County Trail and 
maintains a major segment of this Great Falls-to-Occoquan 41-
mile trail. FTAS is also helping to build sections of the Potomac 
Heritage National Scenic Trail in Fairfax County. Additional FTAS 
projects are trails along Scotts Run, Dead Run, Popes Head 
Creek and Little Hunting Creek.

FTAS is dependent on voluntary donations for most of its work. 
Tax deductible donations can be made to FTAS through Potomac 
Rivers Greenways Coalition (FTAS’ parent 501-C3 organization). 

For more information please visit:
www.FairfaxTrails.org
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Environment and Wildlife
There is abundant wildlife in the stream valley–deer, fox, rac-
coon, coyotes, beaver, blue heron, pileated woodpeckers, ducks 
and other birds. The stream features smallmouth bass, perch 
and eel.

Wildflowers can be beautiful along the stream valley if you know 
where to look–bloodroot, yellow trout lily, mayapple, joe pye 
weed, elderberry etc. 

The stream valley watershed has been extensively developed 
especially since the 1970’s. Due to high runoff, the stream 
valley suffers flooding conditions immediately after major 
downpours. The trail should not be used during or immediately 
after heavy rains. 

Updated as of 11/05/07
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Upstream Trail

Downstream Trail

Paths to Trail

Roads

Potomac Heritage Trail

Streams, Ponds & Rivers

No Trail Connecting at this time**

Building

Informal Easements - Please stay on the trail*

Parkland

* Informal Easements - The Pimmit Run Stream Valley Trail 
is made possible through the intricate connection of public 
parkland, stream valley parkland, and both formal and informal 
easements across private land. Informal easements are  
highlighted on the map. �

Trail users are asked not to trespass on private property, and to 
be respectful of the adjacent neighborhoods’ right to privacy and 
quiet enjoyment. Please stay on the trail whenever you are not 
clearly on public parkland as indicated on the map.

** No Trail Connecting - There are currently no easements in 
place to allow public access across the private land between 
Bryan Branch Road at Pimmit Bend Park and the east end of the 
Potomac School property. As a result, there is no trail connect-
ing the Upstream and Downstream sections of the Pimmit Run 
Stream Valley Trail at this time.
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Pimmit Run Trail
The Pimmit Run Trail (PRT) follows the Pimmit Run stream valley 
about 8 miles from Chain Bridge in Arlington to Olney Park in 
Pimmit Hills. The trail crosses Pimmit Run seven times using 
volunteer-built stepping stone crossings. On the mile nearest 
Chain Bridge (below Fort Marcy) it co-exists with the Potomac 
Heritage Trail. 

The trail is the result of a public/private partnership between 
Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) and Fairfax Trails & Streams 
(FTAS). The trail was built and is maintained by volunteers from 
FTAS. If you note any problems or safety issues, please let FTAS 
know at info@fairfaxtrails.org

The trail has a segment in the middle section where ease-
ments have not yet been obtained and no trail exists at present. 
The trail map is divided into 2 separate maps – one upstream 
and one downstream of this incomplete section. Maps can be 
downloaded at www.fairfaxtrails.org or by mail from  FTAS at 
info@fairfaxtrails.org. 

Most of the Pimmit Run Trail is on public land. In places it uses 
formal or informal public easements across private property. If 
you are not sure that you are on public property, please stay on 
the trail to respect the private property owners. 

Pimmit Run Stream Valley History
At the founding of Jamestown, Capt. John Smith sailed up the 
Potomac as far as the mouth of Pimmit Run, where Little Falls 
blocked further progress upriver.

In the War of 1812 when our capital was burned, the Declaration 
of Independence was hidden at a mill at the mouth of Pimmit 
Run near Chain Bridge. 

In April, 1826, Senator Randolph and Senator Clay fought a 
duel on a sandbar on Pimmit Run on the Arlington – Fairfax 
County line. Luckily, both senators missed and decided that 
honor was served.

FTAS has produced an historic map of Pimmit Run that is avail-
able as a walking map ($3) or as a framable color version ($20).

Fairfax Trails & Streams
Fairfax Trails & Streams (FTAS) is a volunteer organization in 
Fairfax County that sponsors the building of trails in stream val-
leys, the cleanup of stream valleys and the monitoring of stream 
water quality on local streams. 

FTAS litter cleanups are semiannual for Pimmit Run (October 
and March), and annual for Scotts Run and Dead Run (March). 
On an ongoing basis, dedicated FTAS volunteers collect trash 
into bags (if you encounter trash collections bags you can help 
by taking them out). 

FTAS usually meets monthly in the McLean Govt. Center. 
Volunteer trail construction events are held frequently. Check 
the website www.fairfaxTrails.org, for details on all these events, 
and to sign up for FTAS’s e-mail newsletter, published 2-3 times 
a month.

FTAS developed the concept for the Cross County Trail and 
maintains a major segment of this Great Falls-to-Occoquan 41-
mile trail. FTAS is also helping to build sections of the Potomac 
Heritage National Scenic Trail in Fairfax County. Additional FTAS 
projects are trails along Scotts Run, Dead Run, Popes Head 
Creek and Little Hunting Creek.

FTAS is dependent on voluntary donations for most of its work. 
Tax deductible donations can be made to FTAS through Potomac 
Rivers Greenways Coalition (FTAS’ parent 501-C3 organization). 

For more information please visit:
www.FairfaxTrails.org
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Environment and Wildlife
There is abundant wildlife in the stream valley–deer, fox, rac-
coon, coyotes, beaver, blue heron, pileated woodpeckers, ducks 
and other birds. The stream features smallmouth bass, perch 
and eel.

Wildflowers can be beautiful along the stream valley if you know 
where to look–bloodroot, yellow trout lily, mayapple, joe pye 
weed, elderberry etc. 

The stream valley watershed has been extensively developed 
especially since the 1970’s. Due to high runoff, the stream 
valley suffers flooding conditions immediately after major 
downpours. The trail should not be used during or immediately 
after heavy rains. 
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Upstream Trail

Downstream Trail

Paths to Trail

Roads

Potomac Heritage Trail

Streams, Ponds & Rivers

No Trail Connecting at this time**

Building

Informal Easements - Please stay on the trail*

Parkland

* Informal Easements - The Pimmit Run Stream Valley Trail 
is made possible through the intricate connection of public 
parkland, stream valley parkland, and both formal and informal 
easements across private land. Informal easements are  
highlighted on the map. �

Trail users are asked not to trespass on private property, and to 
be respectful of the adjacent neighborhoods’ right to privacy and 
quiet enjoyment. Please stay on the trail whenever you are not 
clearly on public parkland as indicated on the map.

** No Trail Connecting - There are currently no easements in 
place to allow public access across the private land between 
Bryan Branch Road at Pimmit Bend Park and the east end of the 
Potomac School property. As a result, there is no trail connect-
ing the Upstream and Downstream sections of the Pimmit Run 
Stream Valley Trail at this time.


