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Representative James Moran

2239 Rayburn Building

Washington, DC 20515

Attn:  Tim Aiken








February 29, 2008

We are concerned that the public may be denied access to a remote and scenic proposed segment of the Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail through the Accotink Bay Wildlife Refuge at Fort Belvoir.  This segment requires virtually no money.  With the help of volunteers such as Boy Scouts, it could be opened in months (see enclosed map).
The route favored by Ft. Belvoir personnel, in contrast, would parallel the heavy (and not so scenic) traffic on Route 1. At best it would take many years to build—in the meantime, no Potomac Heritage Trail at all.  The Army says it will not contribute to the cost, which it estimates at $6,000,000 !
Half of our proposed scenic route is currently open to the public—the part closest to the secure facilities at Tulley and Walker Gate.  It is access to the half farther away that is threatened. For reasons that are not at all evident, the authorities at Fort Belvior have rejected this route.

The authorities at Fort Belvoir have been provided with copies of an agreement governing the routing of another national scenic trail across a military base – the crossing of the Eglin Air Force Base by the Florida National Scenic Trail.  This agreement provides a very relevant precedent, including provisions for temporary closure of the trail for the duration of pre-notified military maneuvers; however, Fort Belvoir authorities have ignored this precedent agreement.
The Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail is one of only eight national scenic trails that have been established by the U.S. Congress.  The intended route of the trail in Virginia is to follow the Potomac shoreline, as much as possible. In Fairfax County, nearly all the route south of the American Legion Bridge has either been constructed or finalized, with the significant exception of Fort Belvoir. 

We respectfully request the assistance of Rep. Moran in resolving the blockage of the trail at Fort Belvoir in a manner consistent with Congress’ intent of a route for the PHNST as close to the Potomac River and as scenic as possible.






Sincerely,







Ed Pickens






President, Fairfax Trails and Streams
cc Sen. Jim Webb, Rep. James Moran, Chairman Gerry Connolly
Fairfax Trails and Streams

7009 Gerard St 
McLean, VA 22101
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